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Research  

 DOMESTIC ABUSE, HOMICIDE AND 
GENDER: STRATEGIES FOR POLICY 

AND PRACTICE 

 Monckton Smith, Williams and 

Mullane Hampshire: Palgrave 
Macmillan 



Why do we need to understand 

coercive control? 

 Predicts homicide more effectively than violence by six times 

 New definition reflects its importance 

 Emerging findings from Domestic Homicide Reviews support international 

findings 

 Course of conduct legislation – stalking and coercive control – reflect its 

importance 

 HMIC inspections 2014 – suggest we don’t understand DA 

 Extant research/risk assessment checklists support the centrality of coercive 

control in domestic homicide and high risk abuse 



ABUSER 
PSYCHOLOGY 

HIGH RISK 
MARKERS 

TRIGGERS 



Perpetrators  

A recognisable psychology which is 
‘who they are’ 

Deep seated fear of the victim leaving 

Unable to take rejection or challenge 

Obsessive, repetitive, compulsive 
behaviours 



Victims 

Skilled manager of a dangerous 
individual 

Someone who has had their ability to 
make choices taken away 

A life dominated by fear and the 
needs of the perpetrator 



WHAT DO THEY CONTROL? 
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Through the use of FEAR – violence is not always necessary, but it is effective 
in creating fear 



HEADLINES FOR RESPONDING 

 REMEMBER THAT THE ONLY PERSON WHO CAN GUARANTEE THE 
SAFETY OF THE VICTIM IS THE ABUSER  

 ABUSERS ARE NOT LOSING CONTROL WHEN THEY ARE VIOLENT OR 

HOMICIDAL THEY’RE EXERTING CONTROL 

 THE VICTIM IS NOT RECKLESS IN FAILING TO LEAVE, BUT WE MIGHT BE 
IN EXPECTING THEM TO  

 THE VICTIM HAS A STRATEGY FOR MANAGING THE DANGER – WE 

SHOULD WORK WITH IT 

 The whole point of coercive control is to stop the victim leaving 

 

 

 

 



How does DART help? 

DART is a response model and app developed from research with 
professionals, victims and people bereaved by homicide, which helps 
with: 

 Understanding domestic abuse, stalking and coercive control 

 Understanding perpetrator behaviour 

 Responding to victims 

 Gathering evidence for prosecutions 

 Developing a knowledge of threat assessment 

 Easy access to information via an App and Support centre 

 Bespoke guidance as per force or organisational policy 

 Master classes covering all of the above 

 

 



THE DART APP 
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Menu 

 Strangulation evidence aid 

 General guidance 

 Interview guide for coercive control/ course of 

conduct offending 





Victim Care and Information  

 Stalking – high risk characteristics 

 Stalking – advice for the victim 

 Cyber stalking – potential behaviours 

 Cyber stalking – advice for the victim 

 Useful phone numbers 

 Interviewing victims 

 Validation and rapport 

 Male victims 





Supporting information 

 When you get the card up on your phone you can press each section to 

receive further more detailed information 

 Information available on other public protection areas like CSE and  sexual 

assault 

 Cards updated with latest information 

 A support centre where you can ask questions or share information 






