Kruger, Johan Friedrich Carl (Fred)

Fred Kruger was born on 18 April 1831 in Berlin. He emigrated to Australia in the early 1860s to join his brother’s furniture business and later took it over as sole proprietor. In 1866 upon selling the furniture business he became a cabinet maker but also opened a photographic studio in Carlton, Victoria. Kruger was recognised at international exhibitions for his landscape photographs but also photographed the civil progress, scenic views and Botanic Gardens of Geelong, Ballarat and Queenscliff, Victoria extensively. In 1868 he was commissioned to photograph the Aboriginal Cricket Team that toured Australia and which played at Lords. In 1877-8 he photographed the Aborigines at the Coranderrk Aboriginal Mission Station at the request of the Victorian Board for the Protection of Aborigines; “Badger’s Creek, Coranderrk (Aborigines Fishing)” (State Library of Victoria) notably depicts Aboriginal subjects at leisure in the landscape. After settling in Geelong, he received a further commission at Coranderrk in 1883 for physiognomic studies. Kruger’s photographs were available individually or presented in albums and were regularly used in the illustrated press. Commissions remained a source of income from property owners and in 1886 the Victorian government requested photographs of the Yan Yean waterworks. Kruger died in Surrey Hills, Melbourne on 15 February 1888. 
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