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The working title for this practice-based PhD is: Fragmented horizons, Networks and Re-orientation: An investigation into the relationship between nature and culture through sculptural practice.

It considers ideas around mapping, perspectives, fluidity and networks to ask what can be learnt from structures within nature in order to navigate effects of climate breakdown and to coexist within urban space. 

This practice-led interdisciplinary project considers the relationship between the visual arts and contemporary expectations of landscape to question what can be learnt from the relationship between nature and culture. The Forest of Dean and its Sculpture Trail will be used as a key site alongside works created in response to experience in Guna Yala Panama and other key selected sites. Ideas around the importance of culture in isolated places, the ability for plants and nature to thrive in areas where there has been human intervention and the connection between non-hierarchical systems in forests and societies where collective interest is considered.

The following research questions will be addressed:

How can a sculptural practice examine in detail understanding of place in the context of climate change? 

How can sculptural practices consider urban expectations of nature to mediate the relationship between encounters of nature and culture?

What can be learnt from the natural in relation to urban space?
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