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Acceleration is all the rage. Innovation and hype were never as

dominant as today: the structures of our lives have become ever
more dynamic and are governed by the experience of active ang
mediated nomadism. However, in the background, the flipside of
this phenomenon increases in significance: the desire to stay.

In the operating system called art, legitimized first and foremost
by permanent innovation, staying in one place is taboo. At the
same time, the question "what remains?" and the concern with
overcoming the transitory and volatile play decisive roles in
contemporary art. Young artists search for the place and origin
of their own consciousness. They examine the tolerable intensity
and durability of actions. They make attempts to describe their
position in "real life", they navigate in global contexts to
explore the relationship of "here" and "there".

>Bleibe< produces an electric field between acceleration and
deceleration. 33 artists - such as Richard Billingham, Christine
Borland, Douglas Gordon, Olafur Eliasson, Katharina Grosse, Ross
Sinclair, Apolonija Sustersic -, nine designers (or design teams)
and the >quartier vier< architects design images and experiential
rooms exploring the significance of our place in an accelerated
world. Their works construct a complex web of possibilities for
perception and communication. A broad spectrum of artistic produc-
tion, ranging from painting to services offered, generate rooms of
entirely different definitions which become sites for such events
as scenic readings and concerts. Here, it is possible to watch,
listen, relax, read, debate, eat, and drink: activities that any
museum could facilitate today. In contrast to the traditional
separation of museum space (subdivided exhibition areas, library,
administration, cafeteria, museum store), these functions merge
in >Bleibe< to form one site of activity, unified in form and
content.

Furniture and other design objects become parts of the project,
exploring such themes as flexibility, variability, and recycling,
while also offering a site for relaxation and concentration.
Developed specifically for this project, the architecture by
>quartier vier< lays out zones with different characteristics that
produce a responsive field of reference for the art works. Through
this field, the visitors move, though not as silent flaneurs
between supervised exhibits. Instead, a site emerges where one can
feel like a guest, a user, a temporary denizen.

I:\n open office (>Guest Curator's Office<) by Apolonija Sustersic).
is installed in the exhibition rooms, tagged >art in dialog<.

Here, the curators responsible for >Bleibe< invite informal dis-
course - at any time.

(translation: Christoph Ribbat, Bochum)
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