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Research background

Background in football policing with Thames Valley Police 
as a Dedicated Football Officer (DFO), wanted to explore 
the friction between football clubs and police forces over 
the cost of policing matches

This paper is part of PhD research which examines how 
the police implement Special Police Services (SPS) for the 
policing of football in England and Wales

SPS allows the police to recover the costs of resources 
that are deployed within the ‘footprint’ of the event
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Research context

AERIAL VIEW OF PORTMAN ROAD, IPSWICH. (ATTRIBUTION: "FILE:PORTMAN ROAD AERIAL
(CROPPED).JPG" BY JOHN FIELDING FROM NORWICH, UK IS LICENSED UNDER CC BY 2.0)

Legal ruling - police cannot charge for 
resources deployed under SPS on public 
land outside a football ground (Ipswich 
Town Football Club v Suffolk Police, 
2017). 

Following the Ipswich ruling, Hester 
(2020) suggests that research is needed 
to clarify how taxpayers money is being 
spent on football policing, to ensure an 
informed debate on the issue. 
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Research context
Reported costs of £48m, with only £5.5m being recovered 
by police forces (South Yorkshire Police, 2019). 

These figures were debated in Parliament and accepted as 
factual.

CC Mark Roberts calls for legislation change and the 
football industry to pay more towards policing costs for 
policing football (Sky Sports News, 2019).

Unnecessary and excessive police resourcing at football 
(Stott et al. (2019).

Improved dialogue between police and football supporters 
could lead to a reduction in football related violence (Stott 
et al., 2012; 2018; 2019). 

South Yorkshire Police Infographic on the Cost of Football Policing. Data 
Source (https://www.southyorks.police.uk/media/4048/20190645-football-
cost-infographic.pdf)  

https://www.southyorks.police.uk/media/4048/20190645-football-cost-infographic.pdf
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Methods
The following FOI was sent to all 43 police forces in England & Wales:

From the 2014/15 to 2018/19 football seasons, how much Special Police Services have you 
received each season from football clubs in your force area?
From the 2014/15 to 2018/19 football seasons, how much have you spent each season on 
football policing operations?

To establish further detail about the figures produced in 2019, an FOI was sent to South 
Yorkshire Police, and the NPCC:
You have stated that: Police forces nationally charge clubs £5,479,763.76, and unrecovered 
cost to police football nationally is £42,526,149.79.
Please explain how both these figures have been calculated
What is the timeframe that both these figures relate to?

All FOIs were submitted between March 2021 and January 2022.
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Findings
Most police forces are not actively calculating 
how much they are spending on football policing

9 police forces provided data on spend on 
football policing, some were making a profit! 

Average SPS received each season was 
£10.2m

Total SPS received in 2017/18 was £12.6m, 
more than double the amount quoted by South 
Yorkshire Police / NPCC.

The FOI data does not align with South 
Yorkshire Police / NPCC data.

The NPCC state they no longer hold the data or 
methodology used to calculate the figures that 
had been put into the public domain.
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Implications
The lack of transparency over the South Yorkshire Police / NPCC data is concerning –
cannot be judged as accurate if there is no record of the methodology used to 
calculate it.

It is not known how the 9 police forces have calculated their spend on football 
policing. 

A further 30 police forces would need to be spending about £1m each on policing 
football to reach the suggested total of £48m. Given the data already indicates that 
most forces are not spending that much, and the relatively small size and lack of 
demand for football policing in some forces, the £48m can be seen as an 
overestimate as opposed to a reliable fact.

There is disparity in resourcing between police forces, supporting existing research 
(see Stott et al, 2018; 2019; Hester, 2020).
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Key question for debate 

What is more important in terms of football policing? 

How much it costs?

or

How it is policed? 
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