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Methods

The four researchers searched popular media sites (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Google, Google+,
Periscope etc.) using direct search engines on each page and Google Social Searcher which aggregates
results across a number of sites. Key search terms were knife crime; knife; blade; stabbing; shank; strap;
tool; tooled up; stab; cut. Searches were conducted with geographic limitations (Gloucestershire/South
West) and without them. The resulting data were then analysed by the research group for key themes.

Findings
1. There is very open, direct discussion of carrying knives in Gloucestershire

In other areas we found open discussion of carrying knives on social media (examples below)

- I've been carrying a pocket knife for tool/defense for

" ' ‘ about 7 years now, it's apart of my daily carries such as wallet keys
L J and phone. Nothing wrong with it

Like - Reply - @ 6 - Ja

Be careful if you go grays mate I'd stay tooled up at all times .,

twitter.com/andywilkins201... o |
2 AM - 16 Jan 2017 from Corringham, East

1RETWEET 1 LIKE Mistakes:
1. Going by yourself to meet more than one person
2. Not having a shank or strap

. I carry a knife and | don't intend to use it as a weapon. 3. Not being aware twitter.com/FatjackStacks/. ..

In fact it's been useful more times than | can count
Like - Reply - © 1 3:24ar

5:55 am - 2 an 2016
However in Gloucester(shire) there was very little open, direct discussion of carrying knives or intending to
carry knives. Below is an example of what was found:
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The last time | had a knife war with my brother |
cut him Can't wait for a cut throat blade

uof £

This could be an issue of language and that we did not uncover the right local words to search for although

we did take advice from a local youth worker on contemporary terms. Where discussion did take place

about carrying within the area it mostly related to issues of feelings of fear and that the knife offers

protection. This discourse of safety and fear continued in other discussions about knife crime more

generally in Gloucestershire.

. " Mainly its the {ear of being attacked, that can make you carry a . | can see exactly where he's coming from no such
knife. Which is wrong! But it's sad when they are carried to use to attack and thing as safe these days

murder, or bought in premedication.

ke - Repl
Like - Reply - Ele s Topty



However there was some challenge to the discourse of fear leading to carrying.

The blokes clearly a prick. If you lead a lifestyle that makes you
think your constantly in danger then your obviously doing something wrong or
getting involved with the wrong people. Only himseif to blame at the end of the
day but | just hope he never uses that on some innocent person

. About time t00. I'm not being naive and | am aware of the crime
in Gloucestershire! | am astonished that people think people carry knives with
the fear of being attacked?! People who carry knives are carrying knives to be
the attacker! My sisters son died by being stabbed in "07 the guy got 16 years

Like - Reply - @ 12 - January 25 at 10:26p

It isn't about whether you feel safe it is simply that you aren't
safe. People are being injured or worse, murdered by individuals carrying
blades. It is disgusting behaviour.

Like - Reply - © 2 - Sey ber 22, 2015 at

in prison, he will be out next year! We are not living in a crime spot area like
London, B-ham, Manchester, However, there is NO excuse to carry knives
ANYWHERE!

Like - Reply - @ 2 - January 18, 2016 at 12:54pm

2. Wider discussions of crime were polarised between those against knives who were often vehement
in their opposition and calling for punitive measures and those who saw carrying knives as a

normalised part of modern life.

The examples below are all from a single local discussion thread on one particule knife crime story.

i' no you carry a knife because you're a dickhead really, theres
absolutely no excuse for it

Like - Reply - @ 2 - January 25 at 8:07pm

questions asked !!!
Like - Reply - Yesterday at 5:38pm

. ok and if caught with a weapon like that on you life in prison no

If you are caught with a knife on you it should be a minimum 10 years jail time.
We are way too soft on crime in this country.
Like - Reply - @ 71 - January

y 25 at 7:54pm

. Punishment should be ruthless for carrying weapons like that.

| own and carry a small 3 inch folding knife. That should be all you
really need. That thing under his shirt (a kodaka? No idea what they call it) is
just dumb. 1 - its hidden under his shirt in such a way that he could never
access it during a fight without setting off more trouble. 2- its so darn long that
just pulling it out of the sheath already takes too long to use.
That is not a self defense weapon as all of its qualities make it best used to
assault and threaten people, not to pull out for self defense.
Like - Reply - Janu at 10:10pm

. | like weapons. Why shouldn't | have the right to a weapon?

I've never commiued a violent crime in my life.
Like - Reply - © 1 - January 25 at 9:32pm

i
' ornament

Like - Reply - @ 1- Ja

Better off using a machette or pharang from bngq thats an

Within the examples we found, there was no sustained discussion about the issue but instead deeply
entrenched positions being restated without interaction with other people’s views. This lack of a discursive
discourse or sustained dialogue may lead to inhibit open discussion of carrying and the reasons for it.

3. Most commentators blamed a lack of trust in the criminal justice system for both why people feel
afraid and may choose to carry a knife and for not tackling knife crime in the area.

. Whal amazes me the journalist can find these law breaker's but

rday at 5:0

Like - Reply

o p—

. If we more police on the beat and in the community might help
Like - Reply - @ 1 - January 18, 2016 at 8:19am

it is not fair why the governament take any actions against
those people who have these kinds of dangenous tools

Like - Reply - @ 1 - January 25 at 7:

Punishment should be ruthless for carrying weapons like that.
If you are caught with a knife on you it should be a minimum 10 years jail time.
We are way too soft on crime in this country.

Like - Reply - @ 71 - January 25 at 7:54pm

If there were sufficient visible Police Officer's, and the Courts
did their job to our satisfaction, there wouldn't be a need for anyone to feel
that they needed to carry a knife for protection.
Like - Reply - @ 5 - January 25 at 8:37pm

s awupny et wmsumm gy ray a r was s san

Would be nice if the judicial system ACTED on those found with
weapons .
Like - Replv - @ 3 - Januarv 18. 2016 at 10:57am

Those who want to carry blades are not the ones who are
going to be handing knives etc in. This has been done numerous times over
the years and still we have a knife problem. When people feel safe on the
street then maybe we'll get somewhere. Let's at least start by putting more
police on the street like we used to have. Not knowing when one might
appear around the next corner certainly made my generation think twice
about committing any wrongdoing. Also we need tougher parenting and less
defending the kids when they are caugnl in the act.

Like - Reply - @ 2 - January 18, 2016 a

Some also blamed parenting and a lack of holding children and young people accountable for their actions.

L T £ E
As the lady sakd Prevention starts at home don't let our children
die of ignorance. Lay the law down to them we as parents have the power (o
do this
Like - Reply December



4. Overall there was a sense that knife crime in Gloucestershire was on the rise and was a serious issue.
However, this may be due to the social amplification effect of social media particularly as the media
coverage of knife crime was noted to over-represent the number of crimes by posting repeated
stories at every stage of the case but not linking them together (unless the reader keeps the case
details in mind) making it appear that knife crime is a bigger problem in Gloucestershire than it is.

So knife crime is falling tell the police to explain this and all the
It has become a real problem nationwide. The number of other stabbings
people walking around 'tooled up' is the highest it has ever been.
Like - Reply - @ 1 - December 24, 2015 at 8:07am | oseraies bt 4

Goucesterihing Constabulary e Investiating the Seash of 3 man in

8t around 4.05am today (Thursday 24 September) 10 3
eton Rssd n Gleascester

Like - Reply - September 24, 2015 at 4:53pm

5. We did find a culture of normalised knife crime threats used on social media as “banter” and these
were rarely challenged by alternative scripts around knife carrying.

‘__,.,..._. e F

‘ S— 2 Foliow Dan’t know why | have a massive urge to jump
across the table and stab you, but it sure would
Imma stab you be fun!
J Pl Wil SLED yOu N OF hee0n OF Thindo
. — A: Follow
-. O r— A bunch of people with animal stripes n spots
got on the bus and | already wanna stab em, so
thrice...what an loud
amazing word! Stab him in the face, stab him
thE 'FHC-E "|.“|"h at. 1 pricks my pan 5 34 dcwn il Brey're geSing acad thrown on hem

. £ Follow
. ~y .t 2
Emma, do

want want to stab him first or me? they've left Xbox live haha
it's all working now but | still wanna stab them

Some examples of challenges include
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Beef is all fun and games until someone pulls a shank on you in Just managed to stab myself in the arm cos i_t
real life. Happen to me twice both times i ran off. Im still here was dark and my granny had a very large knife
tweeting in her bag™. ..... don't ask

12:59 pm - 22 Jan 2017



