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All Party Parliamentary Group on IDETIMELINE
Restorative Justice & 5.

Early relationship
e Relationship sped up with
wvorly declarations of love,
= Relationship £
Overview il
control, usually with some of the high
risk Brs.
Trigger/s
An event occurs which throabe!
o the control of the perpetrat
Usually separation or its potential.

Escalation

1. What might a right to RJ look like? T e R -

begging, violence and stalking.
Attempts to reinstate control.

Change In thinking

humiiiation may drive adoc?slon

2. Coercive control and the homicide — . e
timeline

opportunities to get victim alone,
stalking and throats.
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1. What might a right to All Party Parliamentary Group on
RJ look like? Restorative Justice

58 written and oral responses
submitted, just over 250,000 words

Full report available:
https://rjappg.co.uk/inquiryreport/

Restorative Justice APPG Inquiry into
Restorative Practices in 2021/2022
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https://rjappg.co.uk/inquiryreport/

Registration of
commissioned
services

2. Standardise the
sharing of information

3. Improving quality
through effective
monitoring and
evaluation

4. Publicationof a
new Action Plan

5. Reviewing ring-
fenced funding for RJ
practices
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ﬁ All Party Parliamentary Group on
appg | Restorative Justice

6. Explore automatic
rights for victims
through the Victim's
Law

7. End to blanket bans

8. More and better
communications.

9. Government
Minister with specific
responsibility for RJ

Registration of commissioned services. Police and Crime Commissionsars and other relevant
bodies showuld make i 2 manaaiony requirement for all commissioned services to be registered and
fo ensure infegrity of practice, that restoralive processes are only facilitated by praciitioners wiio
are registered, regardless of whether they are pard or unpard This regisiralion process should be
managed by the Restorative Justice Council wiho showld be given suficient funding fo support this
task

Standardise the sharing of information. 7The Minisiny of Justice in consultation with partners,
should produce a national information sharing femplate wivich can be adopfed by all providers and
therr partners,

Improving quality through effective monitoring and evaluation. Firtherinvestigation should
be undertakean by the Ministry of Justice in conswlfation with partners, fo develgp guidance for
gathering and using data fo monitor and evaluate restorafive fustice

Publication of a new Action Plan. 7he Minisiny of Justice and Home Office should publish a new
Joint national action plan for rastorative justice and practices. This showld includs infemal actions for
crimunal justice setfings and providers, such as embedaling restorative principles info HR policies
and processes, awareness raising, fraimning imvolving people with ived experience i1 the design and
aelvery: and ensuring adherence fo the Public Secfor Equality Duty: The plan showuld be reviewed
eviery three pears. Alongside tis the National Police Chvefs Council College of Policing. and the
Asspoiation of Police and Crime Commissionsrs should work fogather fo improve wunderstanding
and encourage greater use of restorative justice and practices amongst semior leaders i1 the sector

Reviewing ring-fenced funding for restorative justice practices. 7he Home Offce should review
munimum nng-renced funding for restorative justice senvices fo ensure greater consistency in
accessibility across diferent POC areas This funding showld also be sufficient fo cover adeguate
fraiming, awareness raisng, vollntesr managemert and outreach work There should also be
munimum confract ferms fo provide graater consistency and stability for providers fo develop and
nrture partnersiyp arangements (subrect fo robust accourntability mechanisms)

Explore automatic rights for victims through the Victim's Law. 7he new Vichims 'Law should
include a specific rght for victims fo be refarmed fo and access restorative justice sanices

End to blanket bans. 2CCs showld remove any blanket bans on funding restorative justics for
certain ofence fypes, instead they should ensure that there are specialist staff frained for sermous
and complex cases available fo assess the rnisks associated with a particular fype of ofence or
additional need  This should be underpinned by a robust argarizational for ideally a national) policy
that providies refaning agencies and pofential senice wsers with a clear explanation as fo wihy a
case canat be progressed

More and better communications. 4 new national acion plan should include a specific
COmmLNcations plan fo raise awareness amongst the public of resforative justice and practice. This
plan showld be co-produced by communications experts, wiho have a good understanding of iow
o frame issues, along with restorative professionals and peaple with lved expemence

Government minister with specific responsibility for restorative justice. 4 govemment ministar
with responsibility for restorative justice and practices should be aopormied or this bty
showld be incorporated info a Minister of State s role or Undersecretary of Stafe This should imitially
be focusad on e Ministry of Justice though with potantial for cross departmental workang wihere
it may be applicable i future
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6. Explore automatic rights for victims through the Victim's Law. 7he new Victims' Law should
include a specific right for victims to be referred fto and access restorative justice services.

7- End to blanket bans. PCCs should remove any blanket bans on funding restorative justice for
certain offence types, instead they should ensure that there are specialist staff trained for serious
and complex cases avaiable to assess the risks associated with a particular type of offence or
additional need. This should be underpinned by a robust organisational (or ideally a national) policy

that provides referring agencies and potential service users with a clear explanation as to why a
case cannot be progressed.

I. RJ should be available (right to be referred)

II. RJ should be safe (specialist staff and risk assessment)

UNIVERSITY OF 5
GLOUCESTERSHIRE




. RJ should be available P

A right to referral iIs not a guarantee of a process

y

Process
 What type of
Assessment process is suitable?
o  Direct/indirect
_ * Individual

Information assessment for

« What RJ is suitability

« When it might be « Risk assessment

suitable

 How it might be used
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Restorative Processes N

Face-to-face (direct)
» Beneficial in some circumstances, but dangerous in others

Non face-to-face ‘contact’ (indirect)

: > letter writing, shuttle work
Restorative J

Justice as a Potentially overlapping processes
broad church » victim and offender circles that may or may not intersect
» Surrogate offender interactions

Discrete processes
» Healing circles for victims
» Community or family circles to repair relationships

See also: Gaarder (2015) Lessons from a restorative circles initiative for intimate partner violence

Marder and Zinsmeyer (2021) Restorative justice and intimate partner violence



Decision making:

Dr Diana Batchelor (2021) the importance of understating victim goals

What you might
hear victims say:

The process is so unfair.
No-one’s listening.

I don’t know what's going an.

Underlying goal: Have a say and
be treated fairly

@ Have their say
@ Berespected
@ Regain sense of contral

® Receive information

They've got oway with it.

The sentence is nothing

comparad to what {'ve
been through.

Get feedback
about punishment

@ Hear about or see the
offender’s punishment

@ Find out that punishment
is not too lenient, too
harsh ar both

I don't feel safe.

I don’t want it to happen

to other people.

Iwant to help the offender.

Stop it
happening again
© Feel safe and less at risk

from the offender

@ Prevent the offender
doing it to others

I can't stop thinking
about whether she meant
to do it or not.

I don't know if he's evil or ill.

Find out more
about the crime
or the offender

@ Reduce uncertainty

@ Find out aboutthe
offender’s life and character

® Hear why the crime
happened

I'm not my old self.
I'm afraid of everything.
Froangry all the time.

| feel guilty (even if!
know it wasn't my fault).

See themselves

differently

© Feelstrong despite impact
of the crime

® stop blaming themselves

@ Overcome fears

© Do something altruistic

® © &
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i. RJ should be Safe A

The importance of registered services and
practitioners

Making safe The importance of practitioners that understand
processes and can manage complex Risk

The importance of expert knowledge > coercive
control

See also: Keenan, M (2018) Training for Restorative Justice Practice in Sexual Violence Cases




2. Coercive Control and BB R e e ey
HOMICIDE | IMELINE

g 1 £ Eﬂ
b : o :‘l
IR W e

the Homicide Timeline

* Not all DA is coercive control
* The research tells us that coercive control is not about the dynamics between two
people or ‘a couple arguing’
« Coercive control and stalking are particular forms of offending that often involve
fixation and obsession
« There can be unintended consequences, for example:
The process can be used to manipulate contact
There Is a power imbalance between the controlling person and the victim
The new partner of the controlling person could become a target for escalating
abuse
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. )
Risk and threat assessment Ll

The Homicide Timeline is based on coercive control and TIMELINE
stalking patterns - It tracks a journey of escalating risk

1. History

2. Early relationship

3. Relationship

4. Trigger e s v e i

5. Escalation i
6. Homicidal ideation S
7. Planning s

8. Homicide L

Change In thinking

Feelings of revenge, injustice or
humiiiation may drive a decision

Where any victim and perpetrator are at stage five for —
example, any contact between them can escalate risk or e
threat as the fixation is still present. If they are at stage =

SiX or seven, any contact is high threat.

NPTRSTY OF Link to a short video on the homicide timeline: http:

GLOUCESTERSHIRE



CC, stalking and RJ

 Alternative forms of RJ where there is no contact with the controlling person
(where the controlling person is still fixated) should be the default

« Consider the safety of any new partners of the controlling person

* IDVAs or specialists in CC or DA could be trained in RJ, rather than RJ
practitioners trained in DA/CC

« Controlling people will go to extraordinary lengths to gain access to a victim,
this must be considered

« The motivation of the controlling person must be carefully evaluated if they
are to be involved in any contact, even if that is by distance method

 RJ should not be used as diversion
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