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Overview 

1. What might a right to RJ look like?

2. Coercive control and the homicide 

timeline
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58 written and oral responses 

submitted, just over 250,000 words

Full report available: 

https://rjappg.co.uk/inquiryreport/

1. What might a right to 

RJ look like?

https://rjappg.co.uk/inquiryreport/
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i. RJ should be available (right to be referred)

ii. RJ should be safe (specialist staff and risk assessment)
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i. RJ should be available

A right to referral is not a guarantee of a process

Information

Assessment

Process 

• What RJ is

• When it might be 

suitable

• How it might be used

• Individual 

assessment for 

suitability

• Risk assessment

• What type of 

process is suitable?

• Direct/indirect
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Restorative Processes

Face-to-face (direct)
➢ Beneficial in some circumstances, but dangerous in others

Non face-to-face ‘contact’ (indirect)
➢ letter writing, shuttle work

Potentially overlapping processes 
➢ victim and offender circles that may or may not intersect

➢ Surrogate offender interactions

Discrete processes 
➢ Healing circles for victims

➢ Community or family circles to repair relationships

Restorative 

Justice as a 

broad church

See also: Gaarder (2015) Lessons from a restorative circles initiative for intimate partner violence
Marder and Zinsmeyer (2021) Restorative justice and intimate partner violence
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Decision making:

Dr Diana Batchelor (2021) the importance of understating victim goals
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The importance of registered services and 

practitioners 

The importance of practitioners that understand 

and can manage complex Risk

The importance of expert knowledge > coercive 

control

Making safe 

processes

i. RJ should be Safe

See also: Keenan, M (2018) Training for Restorative Justice Practice in Sexual Violence Cases
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• Not all DA is coercive control

• The research tells us that coercive control is not about the dynamics between two 

people or ‘a couple arguing’

• Coercive control and stalking are particular forms of offending that often involve 

fixation and obsession

• There can be unintended consequences, for example:

• The process can be used to manipulate contact

• There is a power imbalance between the controlling person and the victim

• The new partner of the controlling person could become a target for escalating 

abuse

2. Coercive Control and 

the Homicide Timeline
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Risk and threat assessment

The Homicide Timeline is based on coercive control and 
stalking patterns - It tracks a journey of escalating risk

1. History
2. Early relationship
3. Relationship
4. Trigger
5. Escalation
6. Homicidal ideation
7. Planning
8. Homicide 

Where any victim and perpetrator are at stage five for 
example, any contact between them can escalate risk or 
threat as the fixation is still present. If they are at stage 
six or seven, any contact is high threat.

Link to a short video on the homicide timeline: http://eprints.glos.ac.uk/7010/
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CC, stalking and RJ

• Alternative forms of RJ where there is no contact with the controlling person 

(where the controlling person is still fixated) should be the default

• Consider the safety of any new partners of the controlling person

• IDVAs or specialists in CC or DA could be trained in RJ, rather than RJ 

practitioners trained in DA/CC

• Controlling people will go to extraordinary lengths to gain access to a victim, 

this must be considered

• The motivation of the controlling person must be carefully evaluated if they 

are to be involved in any contact, even if that is by distance method

• RJ should not be used as diversion
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