


Mission Statement

The CCRI will guide and influence rural change through rigorous and theoretically
sound research of clear policy relevance to the economy, society, environment
and governance of the South West region, rural Britain and the rest of Europe

- emphasising sustainable development, economic regeneration, sustainable
environments, local distinctiveness and inclusive processes. It aims to be
acknowledged as a centre of excellence in research by academic and practitioner
communities and to communicate research findings effectively to public, private
and voluntary sectors and all rural stakeholders.






















































Institute of Grocery Distribution

As part of the RELU ‘growing risk’ project on plant disease, Brian llbery and Damian Maye
have shadowed the activities of Dr Peter Whitehead and colleagues in relation to their food
chain research.

National Farmers Union (NFU)

Also as part of the ‘growing risk’ project, Damian Maye and Brian llbery shadowed the
activities of Dr Chris Hartfield and Paul Chambers to learn more about the NFU and their
lobbying activities, especially in relation to horticulture, combinable crops and plant health,
and notably the recent changes to the pesticide regulations.

Transition Stroud

Matt Reed, James Kirwan and Chris Short have been meeting with members of Transition
Stroud to contemplate how this initiative can be linked with the mainstream farming
discussion groups. They are currently considering the development of a discussion group
through the Regional Enterprise Gateway opportunity provided by the England Rural
Development Programme and the Royal Agricultural College.

CCRI is working with several partners as part of the ESRC CASE and Great Western
Research Studentship Awards. Partnerships have been formed with the National Trust,
Tamar Consulting, Woodland Renaissance Partnership, the Association of Chief Estate
Surveyors (ACES), the National Association of British Market Authorities (NABMA) and the
Forestry Commission.

CCRI has collaborated with a number of UK Universities and Research Institutions

Aberdeen University, Institute for Rural Research

Brian llbery and Damian Maye are working with Dr David Watts from the Institute for Rural
Research on farm tenancy and property relations. They have also collaborated on three
recent publications that arose from an earlier Defra funded project on farm tenancy.

Aberystwyth University

Iwan Owen and Penri James from Aberystwyth University are working with Matt Reed
and Pete Gaskell on the Welsh Assembly Government project ‘entry and exit from agri-
environment schemes in Wales'.

University of Birmingham

Bob Ford from the University of Birmingham is working with Jane Mills, Janet Dwyer and
Chris Short on the Defra project ‘estimating the incidental socio-economic impacts of
Environmental Stewardship’.

City University, London

Damian Maye and Brian Ilbery have worked with Dr Martin Caraher and Dr Michelle Wu
(City University) and Sara Ellis (Isle of Wight Rural Community Council) on a Big Lottery bid
to examine food and health on the Isle of Wight.

University of Exeter

Brian llbery, Damian Maye, Paul Courtney, Matt Reed, Carol Kambites and James Kirwan
worked with Matt Lobley from the Centre for Rural Policy Research on the Defra funded
project ‘socio-economic aspects of local and national organic farming markets’, which was
led by Exeter University.

Nigel Curry is working with the Qualitative Research Unit at Exeter University on two
projects: the ESRC funded project ‘grey and pleasant land’, which is part of the New
Dynamics of Ageing research programme, and the Sports Council for Wales project,
‘Mentro Allan’.

Imperial College, London

Brian llbery and Damian Maye are working with the Imperial College on the ESRC RELU
‘growing risk’ project, which is led by Warwick University.

Macaulay Institute

Katrina Brown and Rachael Dilley from the Macaulay Land Use Research Institute are
working with Nigel Curry and Mike Clark on the Scottish Natural Heritage project
‘assessing future recreation demand’.

University of Plymouth

Catherine Hennessey is working with Nigel Curry on the ‘grey and pleasant land’ project.

Scottish Agricultural College

Malcolm Moseley is working with Sarah Skerratt and colleagues from the Scottish
Agricultural College on a project looking at community facilities in rural Scotland.

University of Sheffield

Peter Bibby from the University of Sheffield has worked with Peter Gaskell on the English
Heritage project ‘historic farm buildings: constructing the evidence'.

University of Warwick

Brian llbery and Damian Maye are part of the ESRC RELU ‘growing risk’ project, led by
Peter Mills at Warwick HRI.
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Organization, Polish Academy of Sciences; Higher Institute of Agronomy. Portugal;
Institute of Economics, Hungarian Academy of Sciences; IOM International Organization
for Migration/Central European Forum for Migration and Population Research, Poland.
Paul Courtney is leading a programme of work examining the role of urban-rural
interactions in facilitating European rural development opportunities as part of this project.

Janet Dwyer is working on the EU FP7 ‘CAP regionalized impact: the rural development
dimension’ project, which also involves a large team of European organisations. The project
is led by Wolfgang Britz from the Institute for Food & Resource Economics, Bonn University,
Germany. Other partners are: Peter Weingarten, Von Thunen Institute, Germany;

Dr Emil Erjavec, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia; Dr Hanna Torma, Ruralia Institute,
University of Helsinki, Finland; Dr Hans Van Meijl, Landbouw-Economisch Institut (LEI),

the Netherlands; Dr Maria Luisa Paracchini & Dr Ignacio Perez, JRC (Joint Research Centre)
units in Ispra, ltaly and Seville, Spain; Middle East Technical University, Turkey and

Dr Martin Farmer, Institute for European Environmental Policy (IEEP), London.

As part of the Environment Agency ‘EU regulations in agriculture’ project, Jane Mills has
collaborated with Professor Jergen Primdahl from the Danish Centre for Forest, Landscape
and Planning at the University of Copenhagen; Henk Oostindie, from the Rural Sociology

| n.l.e rn GﬂO na | an d E uro pea N Department, chen.ingen l.Jniversity or\d D.r Neil Powell, Department of Urban and Rural
Development, Swedish Agricultural University.
Collaboration

Paul Courtney and John Powell are currently working in Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) with
Handicap International on a project to integrate rural development with mine action work.

Janet Dwyer and other members of CCRI staff are working with a number of European
institutes on the EU FP7 project ‘assessing the impact of rural development policies (RuDi).
The partners in this project are: IFLS, Institute for Rural Development Research at Johann
Wolfgang Goethe University, Germany; INEA, National Institute of Agricultural Economics,
Rome, ltaly; Rural Sociology Group, Wageningen University, the Netherlands; Department
of Agricultural Economics, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece; Federal Institute for
Less Favoured and Mountainous areas, Vienna, Austria; Chair of Agricultural Economics,
Policy and Law, Ljubljana University, Slovenia; NORDREGIO, Nordic Centre for Spatial
Development, Stockholm, Sweden; CEET, Centre for Ecological Engineering, Tartu, Estonia;
VUZE, Research Institute of Agricultural Economics, Prague, Czech Republic.

Paul Courtney is working on the project ‘European development opportunities in rural areas’
led by Andrew Copus from the UHI Millennium Institute, (Scotland) with the following partners:
Newcastle University; Scottish Agricultural College; University of Valencia; Nordregio;
University of Patras; the Irish Agriculture and Food Development Authority; University of
Ljubljana; Johann Heinrich von Thinen-Institut, Federal Research Institute for Rural Areas,
Forestry and Fisheries, Institute of Rural Studies; Federal Institute for Less-Favoured and
Mountainous Areas; Dortmund University of Technology; Institute of Geography and Spatial
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Natura 2000 area due to its high ecological value, and presented the students with a unique
set of issues that highlight the difficulties associated with broad application of EU rural policy
without consideration of local cultural, social and ecological conditions. Students identified
a range of key sustainability issues and they presented preliminary results of their findings
to the ADEPT Foundation. A range of economic, social and ecological indicators for
monitoring rural development were also proposed and discussed at the presentation.

Short Courses Programme

In 2009 the CCRI launched a new series of short courses through UWE’s Short Course
Unit. These courses are based on our research expertise and allow for focused training and
discussion in small groups. Through the Short Course Unit, the CCRI is able to offer these
courses throughout England and Wales. This year the CCRI offered three courses:

‘Sustainable rural communities’, which is aimed at planners, local authority officers
and those working for community councils to develop a holistic interpretation of
sustainability in relation to rural planning legislation.

‘Understanding European rural policy and programmes’, which is focused on
infroducing practitioners to the EU policy, its history and trajectory, with expert staff on
hand to help with investigating specific aspects of programmes.

‘Community led planning in rural England and Wales’, which examines the linkages

between strategic planning and very localised planning, with an emphasis on engaging
with the different constituencies in rural areas.

Shepherds milking sheep,
Tarnava Mare area, Romania

As part of these developments the CCRI now has the capacity to deliver bespoke training
courses on a range of subjects, currently packages on ‘social capital’ and ‘community
development’ are in development. These training packages are designed to meet the
particular needs of a small group, and can be tailored to their requirements. These short
courses and the bespoke training opportunities offer new ways in which the CCRI is working
to create dialogue with practitioners and exchange experience and knowledge. Further
information about the dates, venues and costs of these courses can be found on the CCRI
website www.ccri.ac.uk

2009 Briefing 29















In April and May 2008, following a successful tender to co-ordinate a discussion on behalf
of SWAN about the future cost of food in the region, the CCRI convened two discussions
concerning the impact of the future cost of food on the region. These debates featured

key note speeches from leading academics in the region and discussants from community
groups. The first event looked at ‘production and distribution’ and was held in Plymouth.
The second, held in Chippenham, looked at ‘communities and consumption’.

From 31 March to 2 April 2008 the CCRI jointly hosted the Agricultural Economics Society
82nd Annual Conference which took place at the Royal Agricultural College, Cirencester.
Over 100 delegates attended, mainly from the UK and other EU countries, but also from
the USA, New Zealand and Australia.

The programme included sessions on a wide range of issues in agriculture and food
economies, environmental management and rural development, as well as rural, farm and
trade policies. A keynote session on ‘living with environmental change’ was led by Professor
Bob Watson (Chief Scientist, Defra) and Dr Sam Fankenhauser (Managing Director
IDEAcarbon and Member of the UK Committee on Climate Change). Dr Janet Dwyer
convened a session on ‘understanding farmer behaviour and its value for policy makers'.

The aim of the CCRI Research and Policy Series is to share good practice and knowledge
both internally amongst its staff and students and externally with the academic and
practitioner community. Staff and postgraduate student groups meet on a regular basis
to share ideas and experiences about projects, research methods and academic writing.
The well-established seminar series provides a popular area in which visiting speakers
can give presentations on a range of aspects of rural research, policy and practice to a
wide audience. Events within the series are held regularly on Thursday lunchtimes, and
encompass the following:

In these sessions researchers in the CCRI share ideas, knowledge and expertise about
research methods, drawing on their experiences with a range of projects. Discussions are
aimed at widening and improving the methodological base within the Institute, as well

as providing continued in-house training for postgraduates and junior researchers.

The meetings involve reflection on research methods in terms of their effectiveness and
appropriateness in certain projects, and they also explore innovative methods with a view
to using them in future research. Discussions to date have covered wide ranging topics

such as ecosystem services, food security, and stakeholder analysis. In addition, meetings
have been held to prepare consultation responses to both the paper by Dr Alan Woods on
‘securing integrated land management’, ‘issues for policy, research and rural communities’
from the RELU programme, and the Cabinet Office Strategy Unit’s discussion paper ‘food:
an analysis of the issues’.

This group, which comprises staff and postgraduate students, meets on a regular basis
critically to evaluate and discuss academic papers, project reports, policy documents
and any other topical articles. Such discussions encourage debate on a broad range of
theoretical, methodological and policy relevant issues and inform both staff and student
research approaches.

PIP is a working group set up to encourage and support staff and postgraduate students
who are preparing papers for publication. Draft papers can be submitted to the group

and a meeting organised where responses to the paper are made, often concluding with
suggestions to help the author(s) prepare a re-draft before formal journal submission.

The group thus acts as a first stage review process. As well as draft papers, the group
comments on draft research proposals to funding councils and meets regularly to discuss
academic papers to help stimulate debate on various theoretical and policy related issues.
The group is particularly keen to support dissemination of research findings to the academic
and policy communities through publication, a core objective of the CCRI's work.

The seminar series is open to everyone and aims to provide a flexible vehicle for the
dissemination of research and discussion of policy and practice in rural research and
policy. The series aims to encourage speakers from a broad range of academic, policy
and stakeholder backgrounds to take part, and it remains an important contributor to
knowledge transfer within the region. Details of recent and forthcoming seminars can be
found on the CCRI website.

CCRI Reader Dr Janet Dwyer gave a project summary talk in connection with ‘reviewing the
EU rural development measures - challenges and pointers for the future’.

Constance Fleuriot, head of research at Pervasive Media Studios Bristol, gave a talk
infroducing CCRI and other university staff to the new online free software ‘Mscapes’, which
allows users to embed digital data in the physical landscape.






Sir Don Curry, Chair of the Sustainable Farming and Food Delivery Group and author
of the influential Curry Report, will be opening the CCRI Rural Policy Conference on
Wednesday 21 October 2009 at the Queens Hotel, Cheltenham.

This major one-day event is targeted at members of the local, regional and national policy
and practice community with an interest in rural affairs. Several rural research and policy

papers will be presented throughout the day, cohering around the themes of ‘localism in
the 21st century’, ‘the future of rural policy in the UK and Europe’, and ‘rural assets: what's

the intereste’

The delegate day rate is £100.00, which includes lunch and refreshments. The programme
and registration form can be downloaded from the CCRI website at http://www.ccri.ac.uk/
Events/PolicyConference2009.htm where you may also book online. If you would like
further information about the CCRI’s Rural Policy and Local Assets conference, please email

ccri@glos.ac.uk.
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Assessing the impact of rural development policies - RuDI

CCRI is one of the lead partners in a ten-country consortium which is conducting a major
analysis of the design, implementation and emerging impacts of Rural Development
Programmes (RDPs) funded under the so-called second pillar of the EU’s Common
Agricultural Policy over the period 2007-13. The study is funded under the EU’s Seventh
Framework programme (FP7) for Research and Technological Development (RTD).

RuDI: Rural Development Impacts, aims to provide complementary and in-depth qualitative
research to understand and evaluate these programmes, alongside the more restrictive and
formal programme monitoring and evaluation procedures that are now required under

EU legislation. Whereas the official EU ‘Common Monitoring and Evaluation Framework’
(CMEF) emphasizes the measurement of initial funding and the capture of quantitative
indicators of impact, RuDlI places its emphasis upon examining and thereby understanding
how the policy process — from context and initial design through to implementation,
including ongoing refinement, evaluation and reform — can have direct effects upon
programme performance. Janet Dwyer is leading the CCRI team for this 30-month study
which started in February 2008, with core support from James Kirwan, Damian Maye,
Sandrina Pereira and Ken Thomson. The other project partners include IfLS (Germany),
INEA (ltaly), Nordregio (Sweden), Wageningen University (NL), IUZE (Czech Republic),

the Agricultural Universities of Thessaloniki (Gr) and Ljubliana (S), the Austrian Mountain
Institute BABF, and CEET in Estonia. More information can be found on the RuDi website
http://www.rudi-europe.net/index.html

An assessment of business and area-based rural productivity

This study is being undertaken by Nigel Curry together with Don Webber, who is an Associate
Professor in the School of Business Economics, Auckland University of Technology,

New Zealand. It is concerned with an exploration of the extent to which rural business
productivity can be validly identified at the level of the local authority. The work compares
measures of rural business productivity with those of rural area productivity. It also looks at
alternative means of measuring economic activity in rural areas, particularly in the context of
sustainable development, where endogenous and neo-endogenous models have animportant
role to play. This work is being undertaken in the context of the new definition of ‘rural’ and
will assist policymakers in determining appropriate policies for economic development in
rural areas. It is funded by Defra and the ESRC and runs from 2006 to 2009.

Bosnia & Herzegovina participatory mine action and development
(PMAD)

Paul Courtney and John Powell are currently working in Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) with
Handicap International on an innovative project to integrate rural development with mine
action work. The aim of the project is to develop and test approaches that bring together
two types of activity that are traditionally carried out separately by different organisations.
Handicap International has been undertaking de-mining and other landmine action in the
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is a two-year longitudinal study with both quantitative and qualitative elements. The former
will chart the exercise behaviour patterns of participants in the scheme and assess the extent
to which they have been modified as a result of active encouragement to increase exercise.
The qualitative element will examine motivations and attitudes towards exercise with a view
to making recommendations about how exercise uptake can be improved on a long-term
basis. The importance of the outdoor environment as a motivation for exercise will be
explored as part of the study. The project runs from April 2009 to April 2011.

Review of rural development policy instruments

Janet Dwyer, Ken Thomson, James Kirwan, Mike Clark, Nick Lewis and Carol Kambites
from CCRI led a consortium of researchers from five other European Institutes to undertake
a review of the policy instruments promoting Rural Development (RD) within the so-called
Second Pillar of the EU’s Common Agricultural Policy for the European Commission’s
Directorate-General for Agriculture between January 2007 and July 2008. The review
made a detailed analysis of past and current expenditure patterns and priorities across

all 27 Member States of the EU and evaluated the extent to which resources are targeted
towards measures of relative need, at both European and national or regional levels.

It appears that over time, the extent of such targeting has increased, although these results
should be treated with caution due to significant issues with data availability, consistency
and comparability. The review also examined the evidence for the cost-effectiveness and
the coverage of RD measures within the CAP, concluding that the menu that is currently
available provides good scope to enable a cost-effective range of RD programmes, but that
there are nonetheless many instances where measure-choices and delivery approaches will
reduce the likely effectiveness or efficiency of programmes. Some recommendations were
made for refining the menu of measures and the way in which these are framed within the
regulation in future, in order to help improve their performance. The study also uncovered
a whole range of avenues for more research into the general topic of assessing needs and
enhancing policy evaluation. A large RD expenditure and needs database was built for

the European Commission’s future use. The final report is now available on the DG Agri
website http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/analysis/external/rurdev/index_en.htm

Review of Village Design Statements in Ireland

Stephen Owen and Malcolm Moseley, working with Jeff Bishop of BDOR Ltd, completed

a contract for the Irish Heritage Council to evaluate the use of Village Design Statements
(VDSs) in Ireland. The project examined the ways in which VDSs have developed in that
country, with particular emphasis, first, on the involvement of professionals working
alongside local communities in preparing VDSs and, second, the adoption of VDSs within
the statutory planning system. The work was undertaken in 2008 and the products included
several reports to the Heritage Council and the production of a brochure ‘Enhancing local
distinctiveness in Irish villages’ which is available at http://www.heritagecouncil.ie/planning/

Rural community adaptation to climate change mapping project

Carol Kambites and Katarina Kubinikova, with advice and support from Malcolm Moseley,
are compiling a database of the different ways in which communities have adapted to
climate change. The work is funded by the Arkleton Trust, and covers projects throughout
the world. The CCRI team is looking at example initiatives within Europe. The work
commenced in July 2009.

Urban-rural linkages fostering social cohesion

Paul Courtney and lan Smith, Director of the Cities Research Centre at UWE, are currently
undertaking a preparatory study for a seminar on urban-rural linkages fostering social
cohesion. The study was commissioned by DG Regio in January 2009. The seminar, which
is the third in a recent series examining the potential for rural-urban cooperation in Europe,
was held in Brussels on July 2nd 2009.

Following introductory speeches from DG Regio and key note addresses, Paul and lan
presented their position paper, which focuses on conceptual and theoretical issues and
findings from seven mini case studies from around Europe where they have sought to draw
out examples and good practice of urban-rural interactions. The researchers then invited
comment and discussion from seminar participants and representatives of the case studies.
The event concluded with reactions from two key note listeners: Professor Mark Shucksmith
of the University of Newcastle and Dr Elena Saraceno, advisor on agricultural and rural
policy for the European Commission. Further details can be found at:
http://www.cureforsustainability.eu/index.php2id=7205
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The CCRI and the Dyfed Archaeological Trust were commissioned to develop a workable methodology to monitor the condition of the archaeological resource in Wales

Using historic Ordnance Survey (OS) maps the ‘farmsteads and landscape’ project led by
Bob Edwards has developed a Geographical Information System (GIS) based methodology
for the rapid quantification of the number, form and distribution of historic farmsteads, out-
farms and isolated farm buildings. It provides baseline data for the distribution and pattern
of historic farmsteads during the late 19th century. The project also quantified the survival
of farmsteads by comparing the historic maps with modern OS maps. The methodology
has been used to gather baseline and change data for four counties: East Sussex, West
Sussex, Hampshire and Staffordshire.

The ‘historic farm building photo survey’ led by Peter Gaskell analysed more than 16,000
photographs of listed farm buildings taken during the first few years of the 21st century as
part of the nation-wide ‘Images of England’ photographic survey. The structure and condition
of each building was recorded along with any clearly visible change of use. The research
provides statistically robust estimates of adaptive re-use at a range of spatial scales (national,
regional, Countryside Character Area, local authority district and for protected areas).

Peter Bibby led the 'historic farmsteads: current role and context’ project, which investigated
the current use of historic-farm properties using micro-scale land-use and economic activity
information. The resulting data were used to determine the number and distribution of
historic-farm-building conversions at a range of spatial scales. In contrast to the ‘historic
farm building photo survey’ the work covered both listed and un-listed buildings.

Monitoring the historic environment of Wales: the archaeological resource

The rural historic environment of Wales reflects a complex mixture of attributes encompassing
archaeological sites, historic buildings, land-use patterns, field boundaries, designed
landscapes and ancient trees. However, at present very little information is gathered to
inform policy makers on the nature and extent of changes taking place to the historic
environment. As a first step toward improving this situation Cadw commissioned the CCRI
and the Dyfed Archaeological Trust to develop a workable methodology to monitor the
condition of the archaeological resource in Wales. Peter Gaskell led the CCRI team with
contributions from Janet Dwyer and Bob Ford, and Ken Murphy led the team from the
Dyfed Archaeological Trust.

The project, completed in March 2008, consisted of three stages. First, a review of existing
literature on the likely impacts of CAP reform, and other drivers of agricultural change,

on the archaeological resource of Wales was undertaken. The review contributed to

the production of summaries of the CAP reforms, impacts on farm management and
implications for the archaeological resource. Second, an evaluation of the data sources
that could provide indicators to monitor the threat to and condition of the archaeological
resource was undertaken. The evaluation included sources already assessed - the Welsh
Archaeological Trusts’ threat-related assessments - and considered a range of other data
sources including vertical and oblique aerial photography, Light Detection and Ranging
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To meet the research objectives in a rapid and cost-effective way, the study drew particularly Study of registered Town and Village Greens applications
upon the prior research and expert knowledge of the team. It involved eleven face-to-face,

In March 2009 the CCRI secured a four-month contract from Defra to examine a sample of
in-depth, semi-structured interviews with National Trust tenant farmers, which were

the sites which have been registered as Town or Village Greens since January 2004, as well
designed and contextualised to recent, relevant research. The criteria used for selecting as a sample of those that have been unsuccessful in applying to be registered. The project
will examine the characteristics of the site and what it has been used for in the past while

at the same time looking at the status of the site in local development plans and planning
applications. The aim is to ascertain the characteristics of newly registered Town and Village
Greens in the twenty first century. The project is led by Chris Short with contributions from
Stephen Owen, Carol Kambites and Owain Jones.

tenants to interview was to cover a broad range of farm types with a wide geographical
distribution and to include a mix of National Trust farmers characterised in respect of

their management styles and thus their probable grasp of policy frameworks and detailed
obligations. Recommendations were made in respect of dealing with policy conflicts and
inspections; influencing decision-making, and offering appropriate financial incentives and
advice provision.

CCRI undertook a scoping study on the socio-economic benefits
of heritage in the National Parks of England and Wales
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The CCRI was involved in running three workshops across the country looking at arable/
horticultural, lowland grassland and mixed/diary farming and the upland and upland fringe areas

Data was collected in each country from relevant documents, websites and contacts within
policy and practitioner organisations, on the structure, implementation methods and drivers
of environmental regulations affecting agriculture. A standard proforma was designed

in order to help assemble the data for each MS in a consistent way. The draft material

was then checked by the Ministry of Agriculture and Environment, or the environmental
regulatory body, within each of the eight MS. Where possible, a brief and qualitative
assessment of different elements of the regulations in terms of providing intended

environmental outcomes or addressing key pressures from agriculture was also undertaken.

The work was undertaken between February and May 2009. Jane Mills was the project
leader for the CCRI, and was assisted by Janet Dwyer, Julie Ingram and Rosie Simpson
(CCRI Research Associate). They worked with Henk Qostindie, Wageningen University, The

Netherlands, Neil Powell, Swedish University of Agriculture Sciences and Jergen Primdahl,
Danish Centre for Forest, Landscape and Planning University of Copenhagen.

Evaluation of the Cross Compliance Programme

In October 2008 Defra commissioned CCRI, ADAS and Central Science Laboratory (CSL),
with ADAS as lead partner, to evaluate the cross-compliance programme. Cross Compliance
comprises a number of standards relating to environment, public health and animal health
and welfare that farmers have to comply with in order to claim the Single Payment and
other direct payments. The evaluation was tasked with answering the following questions:

* How effective is cross compliance in England in meeting its objectives?

*  What is the nature and magnitude of the costs imposed on farmers and any others
in meeting cross compliance conditions?

* Does the policy represent good value for money?
* Are there any unintended consequences?

* Has there been a change in farmer behaviour in response to the introduction of
cross compliance?

There were three key stages to the work; a review of secondary evidence, a collection of
primary evidence and an evaluation of effectiveness and value for money. The research
evidence and monitoring data highlighted generally high levels of compliance but some
considerable variation across the measures. The full research results are available in the
final project report which is available on the Defra website. The CCRI input was led by
Jane Mills, with help from Janet Dwyer, Peter Gaskell and lan Condliffe.

The evaluation of key factors that lead to successful agri-environment
co-operative schemes

Jane Mills, Julie Ingram, Matt Reed, Chris Short and Janet Dwyer, with CCRI Visiting
Professor David Gibbon and Allan Butler from Exeter University, worked on this project in
2008 for the Welsh Assembly Government (WAG) which sought to identify the challenges
and appropriate policy approaches to securing successful agri-environment co-operation in
Wales. This was of inferest to the WAG who recognised that collective agri-environment
schemes could encourage the delivery of landscape-scale and environmental benefits
through co-operative action. The research was achieved in three phases. The first phase
involved an extensive literature review which critically examined behavioural change
mechanisms within agriculture that are available to policy-makers to secure agri-
environmental outcomes. The second phase comprised a review of twenty-five co-operatives
that were trying to secure environmental outcomes on farmland in order to identify key
success factors. The third phase involved an in-depth study of three farmer co-operatives in
Wales, involving face-to-face interviews, social network analysis and participatory workshops.
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RELU Shadowing Grants

As part of the ‘growing risk’ project, Brian llbery and Damian Maye were awarded two
Work Shadowing Grants. The aim of this scheme is to introduce RELU research staff to the
action-contexts in which their research may be used. These contexts may be commercial
organizations, voluntary bodies or public agencies. Such a scheme can be helpful in
informing RELU research projects, developing ‘stakeholder’ links, and sharpening projects’
relevance and impact.

The first grant with the National Farmers Union (NFU) involved a series of visits to observe
the role the NFU plays for farmers in relation to plant diseases and risk communication.

In particular it concerned observing their lobbying activities with ministerial agencies and food
chain representatives, and Brian and Damian were able to follow the NFU lobbying activities
during the European vote regarding proposals to ban currently available pesticides and
fungicides. These proposals, which have now been voted on, are likely to have a significant
influence on how crops are grown and diseases managed in future years. This activity was
completed in February 2009.

The second grant was with the Institute of Grocery Distribution (IGD), which hosted Defra’s
Food Chain Centre, to learn more about their work on value chain analysis, the food chain
and marketing. Meetings with the IGD helped to identify resources and useful contacts for
later case study work on supply chains dedicated to wheat, potatoes and mushrooms, and to
learn about different methods used to map and understand food chain dynamics. This activity
was completed in December 2008.

These grants proved to be very useful in terms of learning more about the activities of the
respective institutions and to help with the next stages of the main project, which involves a
series of interviews with growers and other actors in the food chain.

A review of environmental benefits supplied by agri-environment
schemes

This six month project for the UK Land Use Policy Group aimed to provide a comprehensive
review of the evidence for the provision of environmental benefits by UK agri-environment
schemes. It also sought to summarise and evaluate the evidence base for delivery of
environmental benefits. The research provided the LUPG group with a comprehensive
summary of the available evidence from research, monitoring and evaluation projects
involving agri-environment schemes in the UK. It also included a qualitative assessment of
the potential contribution of observed uptake levels to delivery of scheme objectives and a
synthesis and interpretation of the evidence base to provide a concise summary of the
evidence for the provision of environmental benefits. The research was undertaken with the
Central Science Laboratory, who focussed on the natural science aspects of environmental
benefits with the CCRI looking at other aspects such as landscape, heritage and access.
The CCRI team was led by Peter Gaskell, with support from Chris Short, Jane Mills and
Janet Dwyer. The final report was submitted in June 2008.

Socio-economic aspects of local and national organic farming markets

This two-year Defra funded project explored the opportunities and barriers to increasing
organic production from farms in England and Wales and considered the implications for
rural development. The project, which was led by the Centre for Rural Policy Research at
Exeter University, also appraised the extent to which organic farm businesses and associated
food chains meet public expectations of organic food. As a final stage in the project, a policy
forum to discuss the research findings (alongside another project also assessing organic
marketing chains) was held in Wellesbourne in February 2009. This involved a range of
invited stakeholders from the organic sector, academia and policy circles and was a very
successful and informative day. The CCRI component of the project was led by Brian llbery
and involved Damian Maye, Paul Courtney, James Kirwan, Matt Reed and Carol Kambites.
A full draft report was submitted to Defra by the Centre for Rural Policy Research on behalf
of the project team at the end of April 2009.

Janet Dwyer wrote a paper for the OECD based
around the methodological approach developed
at CCRI for the Defra study of the environmental
impacts of CAP reform
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Peter Gaskell presented papers to the World Archaeological Congress in Dublin, Ireland
(29 June - 4 July 2008) and the Permanent European Conference for the study of the Rural
Landscape in Lisbon, Portugal (1-5 September 2008).

Brian llbery gave the keynote lecture on land tenure and property rights at the Australia
and New Zealand Agri-Food Research Network conference in Sydney in November 2008.
In June 2008 he co-presented a paper with Damian Maye on the dynamics of organic
farming in England and Wales at an Anglo-German rural geography conference in
Oldenburg. Earlier, in April 2008, he presented the findings from some of CCRI’s research
on local food systems in the UK at an international seminar hosted by I'Institut National de
la Recherché Agronomique (INRA), which is one of France’s leading agricultural research
institutions. Brian also acts as an International Assessment Board member to help evaluate
applications for research degree studentships to the Irish Research Council for Humanities
and Social Sciences (IRCHSS) in Dublin, and was one of a small number of international
referees who assessed a research project submitted to the Austrian Science Fund on
‘farming styles in Austria, 1930s - 1970s’. He has also acted as an External Examiner

for Central Queensland University in Australia, for a PhD on quality and commodity beef
chains in central Queensland.

Dr. Owain Jones presented a paper at the Welfare Quality International Conference

in Florence, ltaly, in March 2009. The conference was entitled ‘Knowing animals: cross-
fertilisation between natural and social sciences for understanding the quality of life of
animals’. Owain also had an article published in the International Encyclopedia of Human
Geography (HUGY) entitled ‘Dwelling’, which relates to ideas of place, landscape, life, and
beyond.

Damian Maye, together with Janet Dwyer, James Kirwan and Sandrina Pereira,
helped to run an RDP policy design workshop in Stockholm as part of the RuDI project.
Damian Maye also co-presented two papers with Brian llbery on the RELU programme
at the Agri-Food Research Network conference in Sydney in November 2008. The first
examined plant disease management issues, and the second looked at the potential for

a RELU-like interdisciplinary research programme to inform rural policy and research in
Australia. In March 2009 Damian Maye co-presented a paper with Janet Dwyer at the
Joint AESI/AESone-day conference on rural development in Dublin. The paper compared
lessons from policy design in England and Ireland.

Jane Mills led a CCRI research team in a project which produced a report detailing the
environmental regulations and regulatory frameworks that apply to agricultural activity in

8 northern EU Member States (MS) with broadly similar climatic conditions - specifically,
Belgium (Flanders), Denmark, England, Wales and Scotland, France, Germany, Ireland,
Netherlands and Sweden. Working with Jane from CCRI were Janet Dwyer, Julie Ingram
and Rosie Simpson (CCRI Research Associate).

Stephen Owen led a project for the Heritage Council of Ireland evaluating the progress
of the ‘Village Design Statement’ programme, introduced into Ireland in 2000. He worked
with Jeff Bishop from BDOR Lid.

John Powell and Chris Short convened the 12th Biennial Conference of the International
Association for the Study of Commons Conference, which was organised by the
Countryside and Community Research Institute and held at the University of Gloucestershire
on 14-18 July 2008. John Powell also gave conference presentations in Slovenia,
Hungary and Sardinia.

In October 2008, Chris Short gave a presentation to the Rural Economy Department

at the University of Alberta. The department is one of the largest in Canada and has a
particular emphasis on local level public engagement around issues of concern, such as
the social impact of climate change, and the environmental and economic impacts of oil
production. The Department is traditionally strong in agriculture and forestry, and much
research work is focused on rural restructuring, which mirrors changes in Europe although
the scale is very different. Chris spoke on a recently completed Commission for Rural
Communities project ‘social contribution of land-based industries to rural communities’.

Chris Short gave a
presentation to the
International Society
for the Study of
Teaching and Learning,
Edmonton, Canada, in
October 2008
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(2009) Creative industries and sustainable rural development. ESF SCH/SCSS Exploratory
Workshop, Exploring Creative Cities: The Cultural and Economic Values of Cultural Industry
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With Courtney, P and Gaskell, P
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Landscape. ‘Landscapes, identities and development’, Lisbon / Obidos, Portugal,
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(2008) The role of leader in the new Rural Development Plan for England. Central and
East European Web for Biodiversity(CEEWeb) International Forum on LEADER and Direct
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(2008) Exploring the potential of trans-national co-operation for rural development.

Il ruolo dei territory rurali nella cooperazione Europea (the role of rural areas in
European cooperation). International conference organised by GAL Monte Linas, held in
Montevecchio (Guspini), Sardinia, 24 April.

Chris Short

(2008) Social contribution of land-based industries to rural communities. Presentation to the
Rural Economy Department at the University of Alberta, Canada. October.

(2008) Assessing the connections between academics’ experiences of ‘research” and
‘teaching’: investigating disciplinary and institutional variations. Presentation to the
International Society for the Study of Teaching and Learning, Edmonton, Canada,
17-19 October, with Healey, M. (DNSS, University of Gloucestershire).
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(2009) Food supply chains: the long and short of it. Inaugural Lecture. University of
Gloucestershire. April.

(2008) The impact of CAP reforms on the diversification activities of tenant farmers
in England. Farming and Estate Diversification: Securing the Future, Blenheim Palace
conferences, January.

External PhD examiner at Kings College London, Nottingham, Maynooth, Aberdeen and
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Editorial Board Member, Journal of Rural Enterprise and Management.
Advisory Council member, School of Agriculture, Royal Agricultural College.
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(2008) Agriculture’s impact on water quality: understanding and influencing positive
behaviour change in farmers and land managers. Presented at Agriculture, Water
Management and Climate Change. Integrating Water and Agricultural Management
(IWAM) International Workshop Bath, March.

(2008) Understanding and influencing positive behaviour change in farmers and
land managers. Presented at British Society of Animal Sciences Annual Conference,
Scarborough.

(2008) Principles for use in designing and implementing advisory initiatives to stimulate
positive environmental behaviour by land managers. Rural Futures Conference 2008,
1-4 April, University of Plymouth, UK. With Blackstock,.K., Dwyer, J., Mills, J., Slee, B.,
Burton, R., Taylor, J. and Brown, K.

(2008) Participatory research methods and rural studies in ‘Towards transformative
knowledges/practices for sustainable rural futures’ session (Rural Geography Research
Group) RGS-IBG Annual Conference 27-29 August. With Jones, O., Short C. and Reed, M.

James Jones

(2008) Financial implications of the Entry Level Scheme to farmers: A case based assessment
in the Gloucestershire area, Paper delivered to the RICS ROOTS 2008 Rural Research
Conference, Trinity College, University of Oxford, 17-18 March. With Grey, P

(2008) Time to take stock? — a review of prospects for livestock auction markets, Keynote
paper delivered to the RICS ROOTS 2008 Rural Research Conference, Trinity College,
University of Oxford, 17-18 March.

(2008) Financial implications of the Entry Level Scheme to farmers: a case based assessment
in Gloucestershire. Contributed paper delivered to the 82nd Annual Conference of the
Agricultural Economics Society, held at the Royal Agricultural College, Cirencester,

31 March-2 April. With Grey, P

(2005 — 2009) External examiner in the Institute for Biological, Environmental and Rural
Sciences, Aberystwyth University.

Owain Jones

(2009) Guest editor of Special Issue of the Journal of Surveillance & Society, Surveillance,
Children and Childhood with Valerie Steeves (University of Ottawa).

(2009 - ongoing) External PhD examiner, Department of Geography , Kings College,
University of London.

(2009) Geography and memory. Co-sponsored by the History and Philosophy of
Geography Research Group and the Social & Cultural Geography Research Group.
RGS-IBG Annual Conference, Manchester: 26-28 August.

(2009) The parallax of memory as experienced in the everyday landscape of train
commuting. ‘Life going on and on: time, embodiment, ageing’, co-sponsored by Social and
Cultural Geographies Research Group and Geographies of Children, Youth and Families
Working Group. RGS/IBG annual conference, Manchester.

(2009) Intimate knowledge: building local/lay knowledge and sense of place into flood
resilience planning after the July 2007 floods in the UK. Valuing Place: Environmental Policy
Formation and Enactment session, sponsored by the PERG Research Group, RGS/IBG
annual conference, Manchester. 26-28 August. With McEwen, L. and Carmichael, L.

(2009) The Severn Crossings: displacement and parallaxes of memory, self and landscape
around the Severn Estuary. Living Landscapes Conference. AHRC Landscape and
Environment Programme, Aberystwyth, 18-21 June.

(2009) Re-imagining children in the city; childhood in the 21st Century, multidisciplinary
seminar series, Childhood Research Group, University of the West of England, March.

(2009) Long views and longing: geographies of memory in landscape, Seminar on
Landscape and Memory and Identity, School of Arts and Social Sciences, Northumbria
University, February.

(2008) Participatory research methods and rural studies in ‘Towards transformative
knowledges/practices for sustainable rural futures’ session (Rural Geography Research
Group) RGS-IBG Annual Conference 27-29 August. With Ingram J., Short C. and Reed, M.

(2008) Another place: affective time-spaces of tidal processes as rendered in art and
literature in ‘Water: knowledge, space, flow’ session (Planning and Environment Research
Group) RGS-IBG Annual Conference 27-29 August.
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Jane Mills

(2008) Principles for use in designing and implementing advisory initiatives to stimulate
positive environmental behaviour by land managers. Rural Futures Conference 2008,
1-4 April, University of Plymouth. With Blackstock,.K., Dwyer, J., Ingram, J., Slee, B.,
Burton, R., Taylor, J. and Brown, K.

(2008) Modelling spatial impacts of agricultural land use change scenarios in England.
IALE UK Conference ‘Landscape Ecology and Conservation’, University of Cambridge,
8-10 September. With Boatman, N.D., Parry, H. R., Pietravalle, S. and Dwyer, J.

Malcolm Moseley

(2008) The store is the core - community shops as multi-service outlets. Presentation at
‘Enterprise for empowerment’ conference organised by the Plunkett Foundation. Crewe.
November.

(2008) The future of rural services research project. Presentation at the ‘Rural Services
2020’ conference organised jointly by the Rural Services Network and CCRI, University of
Gloucestershire. October.

(2008) Village halls - issues of access and awareness. Presentation to ‘Devon Village Halls’
Annual Conference organised by Community Council for Devon. Exeter. April.

John Powell

(2008) Co-Chair of the 12th International Association for the Study of the Commons (IASC)
conference, 5 day conference for 500 delegates from 71 different countries. July.
With Short, C.

Matit Reed

(2008) Who is the competition? Knowledge Transfer and the weakness of social networks.
Presented at British Society of Animal Sciences Annual Conference, Scarborough.

(2008) Participatory research methods and rural studies in ‘Towards transformative
knowledges/practices for sustainable rural futures’ session (Rural Geography Research
Group) RGS-IBG Annual Conference 27-29 August. With Ingram, J., Jones, O. and
Short C.

Chris Short

(2009) Estimating the non-market benefits of environmental stewardship, Facilitating three
workshops in Cheltenham, Penrith and Peterborough as part of a project funded by Defra.

(2008) Exploring the interactions between land-based industries and communities in rural
England. Presentation at the ‘Rural Futures’ conference organised jointly by the Rural
Futures Unit at University of Plymouth. April.

(2008) Co-Chair of the 12th International Association for the Study of the Commons (IASC)
conference, 5 day conference for 500 delegates from 71 different countries. July.
With Powell, J.

(2008) Participatory research methods and rural studies in ‘‘Towards transformative
knowledges/practices for sustainable rural futures’ session (Rural Geography Research
Group) RGS-IBG Annual Conference 27-29 August. With Ingram J., Jones, O. & Reed, M.

Tom Woolley

(2008) Sustainable Building: What does it mean? Tomorrow’s World Housing and Climate
Change. National Housing Forum. June.
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Carol Kambites

Stroud District Pedestrian and Cycle Forum.
Treasurer of Stroud Valleys Cycle Campaign.
Elections Co-ordinator for the Green Party in the South West.

Stroud Fair Trade Steering Group.

Will Manley

Defra Secretary of State appointment to the Cotswold Conservation Board.

Malcolm Moseley
Trustee of the Arkleton Trust.

Stephen Owen

Chairman of Gloucestershire Environmental Trust.
Life Vice President, Gloucestershire Rural Community Council.
Board of Trustees, Gloucestershire Rural Community Council.

Editorial Board, Planning Practice and Research.

Matt Reed

Member of the Research and Development Sub-Committee of the Advisory Committee on
Organic Standards.

Chris Short
Member of the National Common Land Stakeholder Advisory Group convened by Defra.

Chair of the Strawberry Banks and Three Groves Wood Reserve Management Committee,
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust.
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New Book available now!

Glimpses of Rural England 2004-07;
the evidence of nine social surveys

by Professor Malcolm J Moseley

Malcolm Moseley, CCRI’s Professor of Rural Community
Development, has published a new book that provides
glimpses of life in England’s villages and small towns at
the start of the 21st century.

The book, Glimpses of Rural England 2004-07; the
evidence of nine social surveys, draws upon a mass of
expensively gathered survey material and nine research
reports produced between 2004 and 2007 which are
revisited and reappraised. Each was in large measure
the work of the CCRI, often working in partnership

with other institutions, with funding from government
agencies involved in rural development.

Concise chapters cover parish and market town plans,

access to services, the drivers of rural change, the
benefits of village halls, rural community enterprises, local social capital, parish council
effectiveness, local economic development and the economic impact of Rural Community
Councils. Collectively they draw on interviews with some 1,500 people spread across dozens
of local communities and on the systematic analysis of sheaves of documentary evidence.

What comes through are a number of insights into social exclusion, social and human
capital, service delivery and local governance in a rural context. But the core message
is that asset-based community development should lie at the heart of sustainable rural
development.

The book is published by the Countryside and Community Press in Cheltenham. You can
preview pages of the book on the University of Gloucestershire Online Store, where you can
also purchase the book for £9.95 +£1.25 p&p (go to www.ccri.ac.uk where you will find a
link in the left hand index).

Alternatively please complete and return the order form to Jill Harper, CCRI, Dunholme Villa,
The Park, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire GL50 2RH. If you require an invoice, please e-mail
jharper@glos.ac.uk

Order Form

Name:

Institution:

Address:

E-mail address (PLEASE PRINT):

Please send me copies of Glimpses of Rural England 2004-07; the evidence of

nine social surveys @ £9.95 (+£1.25 p&p) per copy.

| enclose a cheque for a total of £ made payable to the ‘Countryside and

Community Press’

I would like to receive regular electronic updates form the CCRI (please tick)

Electronic newsletter

The CCRI offers free electronic newsletters providing updates of the work and activities
in the Institute. If you would like to receive these regular updates, please e-mail
iryan@glos.ac.uk with the word ‘subscribe’ in the subject box. You have the right to
cancel your registration at any time.
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This briefing would not be possible without the strong sense of teamwork that pervades the
work of the CCRI. Particular thanks are due to Julie Ryan and Evelyn Shaw for co-ordinating
the task of the production of the briefing. However, it is the teamwork of the Institute,
including both the academic and professional staff, that is central to the production of a
document such as this and to the functioning of the Institute as a whole.

Photography supplied by members and colleagues of the CCRI, and by John Ryan,
University of Gloucestershire photographer. Copyrights apply.
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