Key talks concerning my reportage practces and graphic novel projects 2017-19

by Fumio Obata ( please click the external links for further information)

Talk on my reportage work on natural disasters and upcoming Graphic Novel * The Garden’
at SOAS University of London. A collaboration with Japan Society London 6™ Form Japan
day on 7% November 2019.

https://www.japansociety.org.uk/lectures-and-workshops-2019/
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2019 Fumio Cbata (born in Tokyo, 1975) left Japan for the UK when he was 16 years old
and studied lllustration at the Glasgow School of Art and the Royal College of Art in
London. He pursues his creative and comic book career in Europe and he currently
lectures in lllustration in various contexts such as animation, graphic novels and
children’s books at the University of Gloucesfershire in the UK

Fumio's work and inspiration come from cultural differences and social issues in his
surroundings and his style and work are influenced by both Japanese and European
aesthetics. His latest graphic novel ‘Just So Happens' published by Jonathan Cape,
Random House, was highly acclaimed and has now been translated and published in
3 different countries. His next graphic novel The Garden’, written by Sean Michael
Wilson, a Scottish writer based in Kumamoto, Japan, is inspired by the art of
Japanese Gardening. The book is funded by Arfs Council England and will be
published by Liminal 11, London, due in spring 2020. Fumio has also been working
on a graphic novel about the tsunami and subsequent nuclear disaster which hit
Japan in March 2011.

Website: www.fumioobata.co.uk
Instagram: @fumioobata
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Polipo 2019 International Literature Festival, Pristina, Kosovo, May 2019

Collaboration with Granfest and Quendro Multimedia

Discussion on Creative vs manipulative information and the role of Graphic Journalism
https://polipfestival.wordpress.com/authors/
http://qendra.org/1696/?fbclid=IwAR3EADzcCziJWoYrP5975bNarXOth6fKbTwEiVxTKS
0Epx8fEdziRxCdY-I

10-12.05.2019

Prishtina 'p ,_
KOSOVO ’

He SAMAMA Fumio OBATA INATN CZYNSKI

Talking my methods on reporting the development of the nuclear accident in Fukushima

GranFest 2019 / Panel 3 - (Polip) Creative vs. manipulative information

» >l o) 1405/1:31:09

https://youtu.be/EqgByilI84w?t=659
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Exhibition Les Yokai de Fukushima

From 3 April -16™ June 2019 At Maison Fumetti, Nantes, in conjunction with Fumetti
Comic Art Festival 13™-16" June 2019. Most recent works on my reportage work on the
nuclear accident, assembled second time in public.

http://www.maisonfumetti.fr/yokai-fukushima/
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MP3 download- discussion on how to represent the catastrophe during the festival on16th

June (in French).

http://jetfm.fr/site/Le-Festival-Fumetti-du-13-au-16.html?fbclid=IwAROloi-

NDiQ9E0QdFYV sWgOnycrTZzOFoKO8JYK8iSGkIBMhw6ABoWF3fQ

Accusil du site  Hors studio  Le Fastival Fumetti du 13 (...)
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Le Festival Fumetti du 13 au 16 juin 2019 uct
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Jet fm g'installe en direct du festival de la
bande dessinée curieuse les samedi 15 et
dimanche 16 juin dés 14h.

par Henri

B &, Festival Fumetti 2019, samedi 15juin:présentation

P L Festival Fumetti 2019, samedi 15 juin : antipasti Aude Picault

B & Festival Fumetti 2019, samedi 15 juin : rencontre sur la Micro Edition

P L Festival Fumetti 2019, samedi 15 juin : le scénario selon Fablen
Grolleau

B &, Festival Fumetti 2019, dimanche 16 juin : rencontre Charlotte Des

Ligneris & Jérémy Perrodeau

P & Festival Fumetti 2019, dimanche 16 juin : antipasti Hugues Micol

P L Festival Fumetti 2019, dimanche 16 juin : rencontre Fumio Obata &
Fabien Grolleau

Le Grand Alr, c'est le theme de cette nouvelle édition du festival de bande
dessinée Fumetti, porté par I'squipe de Maisen Fumetti, du 13 au 16 juin
2019 & Nantes (manufacture).

Au programme des rencontres, it pectacles, concert,
dédicaces avec une quarantaine d'éditeurs et collectifs présents ainsi que
neuf autrices et auteurs invité.e.s : Charlotte de Ligneris, Fabien
Grolleau, Elizabeth Holleville, Margaux Meissonnier, Hugues Micol,
Fumio Obata, Jeremy Perrodeau, Aude Picault & Clément Vuillier.

Jet fm s’y installe en direct pour deux jours de rencontres et sons autour du
festival, dés 14h les samedi 15 et dimanche 16 juin.


http://jetfm.fr/site/Le-Festival-Fumetti-du-13-au-16.html?fbclid=IwAR0loi-NDiQ9E0QdFYV_sWgOnycrTZzOFoKO8JYK8iSGkIBMhw6ABoWF3fQ
http://jetfm.fr/site/Le-Festival-Fumetti-du-13-au-16.html?fbclid=IwAR0loi-NDiQ9E0QdFYV_sWgOnycrTZzOFoKO8JYK8iSGkIBMhw6ABoWF3fQ

YouTube video link from the same talk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=93JosxpB6mo
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Discussing my method on Graphic Novel and reportage practice on the nuclear accident in
Fukushima with Free Thinking BBC radio 3 broadcasted on 21% February 2019. A
collaboration with Japan Now Festival 2019
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0002md8
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0002md8

A joint talk over practicing comic books as a part of East Meets West theme at Cheltenham

Literature Festival on 6" Oct 2018. The discussion extended to the role of reportage comic.

THE#8ATIMES
THE SUNDAY TIMES
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The Manga
Phenomenon
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Fri 5 Oct 2018 6:15pm - 7:15pm
The Nook

Comics expert, curator and
author of Mangasia: The ¢
Definitive Guide to Asian
Comics Paul Gravett
brings together manga
artists Chie Kutsuwada
and Fumio Obata
whose work ranges
from manga
adaptations

of Shakespeare

to reportage

manga about
the aftermath ¢
of Fukushima.



A talk on my reportage work over the nuclear disaster in Japan, titled ‘Comics and
Fukushima’ for Oxford Comic Network, The Oxford Research Centre in the Humanities on
31 May 2018

https://torch.ox.ac.uk/event/the-voice-disappearing-comics-and-fukushima
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“The voice disappearing”: Comics and Fukushima

31 May 2018, 5.15pm Speaker: Fumnio Obata (University of Gloucestershire)
Lecture Room, 47 Wellington Square,

Paper Title: “The voice disappearing” Comics and Fukushima
Oxford, OX1 2ZHY

Fumio Obata has engaged with the recent natural disasters in various regions of Japan through a series of short comic
strips. As he prepared his graphic novel on this topic, Obata focused on Fukushima and the complex impacts of the
radiation leakage. He talks about how the nuclear accident torments those who have been affected specifically under
the context of Japanese society and why the Japanese find it difficult to learn valuable lessons from the experience.
Obata will also discuss the challenge of making a comic book to tackle such complex themes and how it differentiates
itself from more conventional journalistic approaches and documentaries.
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International Symposium on Cultural Sustainability at Victoria University of Wellington

New Zealand, 7-10% August 2017, discussed on how graphic novel could contribute to the

idea in the face of both severe natural and manmade disasters.

https://www.wgtn.ac.nz/wtapress/about/events-showcase/cultural-sustainability-

symposium

https://www.wgtn.ac.nz/__data/assets/pdf file/0010/997021/CSS_programmefinal.pdf

https://thespinoff.co.nz/media/09-08-2017/the-comic-strip-journalist-who-reports-on-the-

fallout-from-fukushima/
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The comic strip journalist who reports on the fallout from Fukushima

On the eve of his appearance at a Victoria University event in Wellington, comic
book author Fumio Obata talks to Guy Somerset about his ongoing project ...
& thespinoff.co.nz
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Exhibition during Lakes International Comic Art Festival, Kendal, Cumbria October 2017.

My latest exploration at that time on the nuclear accident in Fukushima, titled * On the Palm

of Unknown’ and a reportage work on the working relations that Sellafield site has had with

Japan’s nuclear industry. The project was supported with Arts Council England funds

through the festival committee.

https://www.comicartfestival.com/news/2017-lakes-international-comic-art-festival-

programme-revealed

https://downthetubes.net/?p=40013

HOME > FEATURES > CREATING COMICS > COMIC CREATOR INTERVIEWS > LAKES FESTIVAL FOCUS
2017: AN INTERVIEW WITH COMIC ARTIST FUMIO OBATA

Lakes Festival Focus 2017: An Interview with comic
artist Fumio Obata

BY JOHN FREEMAN on SEPTEMBER 4, 2017 - © (0)
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The countdown has begun to this year’s Lakes International Comic Art Festival in October
(13th — 15th). The downthetubes “Kendal Calling” interviews continue with a chat with
comics artist and “reportage” author Fumio Obata.

Fumio is an author whose work and inspiration come from cultural differences and social issues in
his surroundings. His art style is influenced by both Japanese and European aesthetics and he
explores an idea of pictorial storytelling rather than staying in conventional comic strip format, as
his interest spans across various sequential image designs.

_/’/ %
Fumio Obata \\

A short spin-off of the y
'On the Palm of Unknown y
A at the LICAF 2017

And we have plutonium.
Japan is banned from making
nuclear weapons.

But we still suffer from Plutonium Pressure
like other nuclear nations.

Today we own 47.8 tons of phtonium and Hirkdey Sopt C vl
37 tons of 1 are overseas for reprocessing. St rascicrs
at use MOX fuels.

Some are entrusted to Sellafield. Apparently
amongst this there are some spent Foels from
the Fukushima nuclear plant.

With our FBR projact Monju being hapeless
Tl e e

Luckily the most common LWRS (Ushe Winer Ruactors) have
evolved over the years, and now the 3rd generation of
Those models such as EP R Hresars st can
Fandle MOX fucle.

This technique, called 'Plutonium Thermal Use” is ike the
new hope to reduce the numbers plutenium stack piles in
the world...but isn't it ike taking counter-measures?

Because France, Russia, India, and even Japan
haven't given up civil usage of FER.
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