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Jane Jacobs wrote (1989, p. 92), of four similar squares 
near City Hall in Philadelphia, that only Rittenhouse 
Square was ‘beloved and successful’. Her explanation 
was its diversity of pedestrian generators.

Jacobs found that these squares in Philadelphia were designed 
similarly and located at an equal distance from the city centrer.

Inspiration from Jane Jacobs



Example of City-wide Presentation in GIS 



How can we make successful public 
space loved by people in the 21st

century?



• All the theories may have value and deserve consideration by 
people who work on the planning and design of POS

• There is a need to collect data relating to POS theories so that 
successes and failures can be identified and managed

• Many theorists have spent a significant amount of time on single-
factor explanations of what is wrong with the POS they have 
considered

• There is a need for a broadly based assessment method which can 
include a wide range of factors and the different contexts of 
countries, cities, locations, populations etc.

Summary of the theory on POS in the east and west



Methodology

• The selection of the sample POS in Tianjin and London and 
the matched pairs research design

• The use of a mixed methods approach in the research

• How the sample of 100 POS was chosen

• How the fieldwork methods for collecting data on POS were 
developed



Criteria/indicators absorbed from classical theory



St James Square (SJS)

Parliament Square (PS)

Trafalgar Square (TS)

Parliament Square (PS)

Pilot study in London – which has 4 squares, like Philadelphia 



Maps showing the locations of the POS in London and 
in Tianjin (Author)

100 Sample POS in China and the UK



Mixed methods
• Counting
• Questionnaire
• Mapping
• Calculation
• Measurement
• Observation
• Estimation
• Personal opinion

Method and approach for each criterion/indicator
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Analysis and discussion

There were two main approaches to the analysis:

• The first approach examined the differences between Tianjin 
and London on each criterion.
• The second approach examined the relationship between use 
intensity and the individual criteria.

A p-value is the probability of obtaining the observed effect (or larger) under a ‘null 
hypothesis’. For all tests, a significance value of p = 0.05 was employed, so that 
with values of p < .05, the results are defined as significant; with values of p > .05 
the result was non-significant. However, due to low numbers of cases within some 
analyses, when appropriate values from p < 0.1 to, p > .05 were reported as non-
significant marginal trends. ANOVA tests were used to analyse variance.



Diagram showing the recommended 
approach to POS assessment and 
monitoring arising from this research 
(Author).

Recommendations for applying the method



Small urban public open space Assessment Methods – SAM1.0

open source

Future Strategy of SAM






