
Sue Turner, Librarian Research and Content

Nov 2016



2



ÁPure scholarship - share knowledge with peers, reach a wider but still targeted audience

ÁBuild research reputation: self and employing institution

ÁPossess knowledge that has potential to benefit others ðhealth, wellbeing, service standards

ÁCareer goals and advancement: new job, reader, professor

ÁIncreasing expectation that academics should publish

ÁContribute to university strategic goals and objectives eg REF

ÁAttract future research funding to further advance knowledge in a field of research

ÁCommunicate beyond my immediate sphere eg to communities beyond the HE sector

ÁCredibility as a research active PGR supervisor

ÁUrgent need for a decent textbook

ÁInnovative / Creative drive

ÁPromote scholarly contribution of creative outputs ðcontextual reviews

ÁRecognition  - personal / group  

ÁEstablish an enduring career legacy
3



4



The statistical analysis of books, articles, or other publications 

Source: Oxford English Dictionary

Bibliometrics attempt to infer impact (of an article, a journal or individual 
researcher by analysing citations in various ways. 

Approaches differ eg
Exclusion of self -citations

Length of period analyses (recent or all time)

Control for extreme outliers

Bibliometrics pre -date alternative web -based media and communications 
platforms. 
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ÁWidely used to obtain an ôobjectiveõ comparison of journals  based on citations over a uniform time 
period.  IF can be used broadly and /or by subject discipline.
Different methodologies are used to address objectivity issues. 

ÁHow it is calculated
The JCR Impact Factor is calculated by dividing the number of citations in the JCR year by the total number of articles 
published in the two previous years. An Impact Factor of 1.0 means that, on average, the articles published one or two 
years ago have been cited one time. 

What Web of Knowledge says about impact factors 

http :// admin -apps.webofknowledge.com/JCR/help/h_using.htm

ÁAccess to IF data
ÁPaywall services such as SCOPUS

ÁNot on Publisherõs website - what is the publisher not proud of?

ÁNew journals, no data first 2 years

ÁResearchgate IF data is restricted to content on Researchgate. 

ÁJCR data can used for official purposes such as REF or research fund bid evidence.

ÁH-Index - some research funders require H -Index data in funding bids.
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ÁRG Score  (Reputation) calculated on how other researchers interact with your content, 
how often, and who they are. The higher their score, the more yours will increase. Used 
in Researchgate.

ÁH-Index Hirsch measures the cumulative impact of a researcher's output by looking at 
the number of citations his/her work has received. It favours the natural sciences over 
the social sciences and humanities. Only journal articles are included. Excludes self -
citations . Mitigates against over -scoring for one -off highly cited articles.

ÁFirst author citations ðsome disciplines only permit authors to include articles in which 
they are the first named author e.g. medicine (authors are listed in order of contribution 
in medicine ).

More about measuring impact from Harzing.com

http:// www.harzing.com/publications/white -papers/from -h-index -to-hia
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ÁEasier to get for journal articles than books

ÁReview articles sometimes more highly cited than original research

ÁPossible to manipulate 
ÁSelf-citations / self -publicity in social media 

ÁInsignificant / negative citations 

ÁMultiple authors/research groups 

ÁSlow ðit takes a long time to get cited 

ÁResults not comparable across disciplines 

ÁAltmetrics are useful for immediate impact, not picky about who is commenting on 
the item, not a citation count but rather a ôcommented on,  book marked,  
mainstream media mentionõ count. 
ÁData authenticity (e.g. fake tweets, phantom citations in Google Scholar )
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ÁImpact Factor ÁAltMetrics

Source : https://www.altmetric.com/about -

altmetrics/what -are-altmetrics /

Impact factor is available for 2 or 5 years

Most publishers use the 2 year IF,

some use both 2 year and 5 year IF
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It is usually somewhere prominent on the journalõs home page or in 

an ôabout this journalõ section. You have to look around. 

SCOPUS is a database that includes journal metrics. It is not 

available at UoG.
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Health & Social Care in the Community has an IF of 1.557 in 2015

ÁIs that good?

ÁNeeds to be considered in context

ÁComparing IF within a subject discipline provides context 

ÁJournals can be cross disciplinary ðcan have a different ranking in each subject 
discipline. 
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ÁJournals Impact Factor by Discipline

Áhttp:// explore.tandfonline.com/page/bes/impact -factors

ÁImpact factor is in round brackets where provided. 

ÁBusiness & Management 

ÁAcademy of Management Annals (9.741) is an official journal of the Academy of 
Management and is ranked 1/185 in the Management category of the SSCi®. Each 
yearly volume features critical and potentially provocative research reviews written 
by leading scholars exploring an assortment of research topics in various 
management fields. Research reviews published in the Annals are geared toward 
academic scholars in management and professionals in allied fields, such as 
sociology of organizations and organizational psychology.
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Ranges the rankings of multiple best journal lists alongside each other 

Áhttp://www.harzing.com/download/jql_subject.pdf

ÁScopus provides rich analysis of journals and their contents, including by subject 
discline and trends across time.

ÁSciMago is a free version and it give us some of that functionality
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ÁJCR  Web of Knowledge Journal 
Citation Report

ÁSJR SciMago ranking

ÁSNIP Source of Normalised Impact 
per Paper
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Association of Business Schools produces a journal ranking for business journals 
(broad interpretation of business journals) these ôstarsõ are not to be confused with 
REF star grading but are widely used by researchers in the business discipline. The 
list is revised annually and details of the methodology are available.  

Register (no charge) to download the list.

ÁABS Journal Ranking https://charteredabs.org/academic -journal -guide -2015/
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